Greater Cleveland Soccer Dfficials Association

February 2008 Newsletter

2008 Referee Recertification

So far, 2008 has been a strange year. Attenddribe aeven referee recertification
clinics that were posted at the GCSOA web sit®&Jomember, was sparse. The goal was
to complete all referee recertification clinicsthe end of February 2008, this goal was
not met.

When the last scheduled recertification clinic wasipleted, it became clear that the
majority of existing referee’s had not recertified 2008. Tom Chapman and his team
from Ohio North were gracious enough to allow thve temaining Bridge Courses to be
used by existing referees to meet their recertiicarequirements. (Tri C West and
Brunswick — seevww.gcsoa.confor additional details).

Two minor additional requirements were added.
Referees attending a Bridge course for certiftcathust:

1. Attend all 8 hours
2. Pay a 15.00 clinic fee

Because you are receiving this newsletter, you are

1. A member of GCSOA
2. Certified for 2008

As your talk to your referee friends, ask thenhdy have recertified for 2008.
It will be a long hard year for all of us if we Bsignificant numbers of referee because
they failed to recertify.

Prepare yourself to complete the referee certibogbrocess earlier in 2009.

The GCSOA Annual Business Meeting is an excell@pbotunity to accomplish this
task. You here have the opportunity to see marypof friends from the referee world,
provide input as to the direction of the organi@atiand accomplish the recertification
process. Please consider making the GCSOA AnnugihBss Meeting your referee
recertification process.
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Remaining 2008 recertification opportunities

Tri C West  March 1B 9amto5pm 15.00 fee

Brunswick  April 8 9amto5pm 15.00 fee

Remaining 2008 new referee opportunities

TriCWest Mar15/Marf6 9amto5pm
Brunswick  Mar 29 / Apr'® 9 amto 5 pm

Kirtland Mar 15/ March 16 9 am3 pm

Please refer tavww.gcsoa.confor complete details.
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Ask the Referee

Question

Blue team is attacking on the White’s team sidtheffield. With the ball in play, Blue
defender outside his own penalty area, commitsaonidect (violent conduct - head butt)
against on opponent in plain view of AR2...

ARZ2 raises his flag to gain the attention of tHiemee (sorry no electronic flags) that has
his back turned to him. AR1 mirrors AR2 (the fans also screaming). The referee turns
and makes eye contact with AR2 but does not stayp pllay continues for several more
seconds. Now the referee stops play for a foul cittachagainst a Blue player near the
touch line on the AR1 side of the field.

During the stoppage, the referee comes over tARside of the field, he is informed
of the misconduct and issues a send off to Bluerdkr.

Question: Proper Restart

Is the game restarted with a free kick in favoth& Blue team since play was allowed to
continue and the reason for the stoppage was th@fdring the ball back to the spot of
the misconduct and restart with a free kick in faebthe White team?

| read both the ATR and the Q&A but | could notdfian answer that would clear my
doubt.
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Ask the Referee

Answer

Even though the referee stopped play for the fgalrest the Blue player on AR1’s side
of the field, rather than for the serious miscondiagged by AR2 and mirrored by AR1,
the correct restart, after the “conference” dusigch the referee accepts A2’s flag, is
for the foul committed near AR1. The restart wallow the sending off of the Blue
defender for violent conduct.

When the referee accepts the trail AR’s signal taede is CLEARLY no basis for
considering the offense either trifling or subjetadvantage), then we would count the
stoppage as being for the offense signaled byr#ileAR. Just because the referee
stopped play thinking at the moment that it wasttersecond offense occurring near
AR1, there is no reason why this opinion cannothenged after receiving more detailed
information from AR2. It is often the case that théree sees the retaliation and misses
what causes it. If an AR is able to supply relevafdrmation about the prior offense, the
referee can now sort out what happened first acttiden the restart accordingly.

Finally, shame on the referee for not followingatingh immediately on the foul and
misconduct committed by the Blue player behindréferee’s back. There is absolutely
no reason for a referee to look at an AR, seel#itg &nd continue the game without
stopping — unless there has been some reasonréauie game for the referee to be
wary of the AR’s judgment.

Used with permission fromvww.asktheref.com

GCSOA Newsletter — February 2008
Page 4 of 11



Greater Cleveland Soccer Dfficials Association

February 2008 Newsletter

Referee Uncovered

During the course of the soccer year, we encoungsy different referees. With many,
we exchanges names and pleasantries, work the @adngo our separate ways.
One of the features of our newsletter will be @reé¢ profile.

This month, we will introduce you tolerb Wilson

Herb has been a USSF referee for the past eight ged has attained a Grade 7 license.
He has brought order and discipline to the higloetiouth of Ohio for the past 7 years
on the soccer field. His training as a Marinelé&ady responsible for his sense of order
and discipline. Herb left the Marine Corp andIi&sin southern California, to return

with his family to his roots in Cleveland.
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Herb and his wife Sue have four children (Jennifessica, Herbie and Rachael).

Three of his children have followed in their fathévotsteps and have joined the referee
ranks. With two in college, one in high school am& soon to enter, Herb is in touch
with the educational issues of the day.

Herb and his wife are both long time employee$aiGleveland Clinic where Herb
works in the Division of Surgery as a Departmenakxst.
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Herb is also the Scout Master for troop 504 in 8olble is charged with shaping the
young male minds of this Cleveland suburb.

Herb and one of his children took advantage ofbihgortunity the GCSOA annual
business meeting offers to catch up on the newsdoer and address the certification
requirements. He enjoyed the process so much;ams pb bring two children with him to
the 2008 Annual Business Meeting.

If you have recommendations for other referee’grtdile, please send your suggestions
to GCSOA newsletter referee profild/e will allow your votes to select the March
Referee uncovered.
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Upcoming Outdoor Season and Tournaments

The outdoor season is almost upon us. With Ehsiag celebrated early this year,
don't forget to leave the following dates open

2008 Northern Ohio Cup

April 11-12-13, 2008 Boys and Girls U 14 10
April 18-19-20, 2008 Boys and Girls U &-413

Watchwww.gcsoa.confor availability requests

Outdoor Season Opening Dates

NOGSL April 15"
AFL April 11th
AASL April 6"
OASL April 13"

February Birthday List — partial

Below you will find a partial list of our membersha had the good fortune to celebrate
their birthday in February.

Castrovillari, Frank

Elmore, James
Latsch, Rob J.

Ellis, Donald

Szabo, Leslie Au, Gregory
Griffiths, David Vaidean, Duncan
Rady, Colleen

Zabukovec, Jeff
McSherry, James C
Schumacher, Richard
Martin, Mark
Montello, Joe
Wisniewski, David
Handwerk, Jonathan
Spoer, Al

Djordjevic, Nicholas
Franko, Robert
Tumulty, Scot
Bjelicic, Stevan

Ray, Tyler
Brown, Nicholas
Del Corral, Mark
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GCSOA Newsletter

The GCSOA newsletter will be sent via e-mail toGZSOA members monthly.
Several days later, a PDF will be available onviieé site for those members that e-mail

systems will not accept this e-mail or those norSG@ referees that may care to read
the newsletter. Your suggestions to improve theshetter or the process are appreciated.

Web Site Changes

Our web site continues to change and evolve. Rgoeetadded two new sections.

A page with historical copies of the newsletter haen added. By choosing the
Newslettedink, you are taken to a web page that allows tgoread the current past
GCSOA newsletters. Our mission statement for theshedter is to send it electronically

to all GCSOA members that have provided a valida#l-address. We have difficulty
delivering the newsletter electronically to somembers. A suggestion raised at the 2007
Annual Business Meeting was made to allow access the web site. We have
developed this page and will store historical cepo your reading pleasure.

Another common topic that we hear from refered¢bas they can not find the form or
document that they need. Every year | look fordbeument that outlines the difference
between USSF, NFHS and college rules. We haveaalded &ormsweb page. It
contains commonly used forms and links to commaoiskd documents. As your
schedule allows, spend a few minutes on this gageu have proposed additions of
forms and or documents that you believe will h&kp tajority of our referees, please
send me ae-mailwith the information and we will review its poskaladdition.

A few minor changes were made in the placemenbater of the navigation buttons on
the side. Early reports indicate the new structsismilar to the original version and
easier for user.

As | spend time with the web site, | am struck bgnsthing. Sinc®aul Nollleft, the
amount of pictures that we display on the weblsite dropped significantly. Paul is a
great photographer and loved it, but | would likesee more pictures of this generation
referee at work and play. Consider taking refelieripes and or sending along the
pictures you already have so that others can ehgymmit that | will start the process
and challenge others to out perform me.

2008 Dates to remember
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April Outdoor soccer in Ohio
April 11-13 Northern Ohio Cup U 14 — U 19
April 18-20 Northern Ohio Cup U 8 — U 13
May 23-25 Westlake Invitational
May 24-25 Euclid Memorial
May OYSAN State Cup
North Coast League begins play
June OHSAA Officiating permit renewal
June 13-16 Avon Lake Father’'s Day Tournament
July / August OHSAA State Rules meeting
July 5-6 NOSO Cup
August / September OHSAA local rules meeting +edraquired
October OYSAN Bothwell Cup
November 8-9 Brunswick Fall Classic

Madison Invitational

December GCSOA Annual business meeting
December / Jan / Feb USSF recertification process
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New Uniforms — questions asked and answered

Official Sportsnow has in stock the new referee uniforms. The meforms have
sparked several questions. The following questamsanswers are provided by
www.usssoccer.conas of 1/31/08.

Do | have to throw out all of my referee jerseys ath buy new ones?

No. The previous jersey design is perfectly acdaptayou should not feel obligated to discard
these still-approved referee jerseys in order tolmase the new design. Purchases of the new
uniform may be made when you need a new jersepwmant to add an additional color. This is
also true for the socks.

What if | show up to a game and | have a referee jsey that is the previous design
and the referee, or referees, | am working with hasa referee jersey that is the new
design?

You may all work the game in the jerseys you h#vis.acceptable if one or two referees have
the previous design and the others have the neigrddsis more important that they be the same
color. A referee assessor may not deduct pointa fwew that has mismatched uniform designs,
provided that the uniforms feature approved desagkare the same color.

Will there come a time when the new jersey designilivbe the only design that will
be recognized by U.S. Soccer?

There is no date set, and no plans to set a datehich the old jerseys will be “phased out.” To
be clear, both the old and new designs comply thigh'Standards of Dress and Appearance”
listed in the referee administrative handbook —athlg differences are aesthetic. For the old
jerseys to be phased out, it would require a chémgfgese Standards, and U.S. Soccer would not
make such a change without providing a fair amaditead time to the entire referee community.
It should be noted, however, that OSI has ceasedifaeturing the previous design.
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